
 

Stem Cell COREdinates Winter Retreat 

Dates: February 4-6, 2026 
Location: Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

Sponsors 

We gratefully acknowledge the support of our sponsors. 

Platinum Sponsor 
Bio-Techne 

Diamond Sponsors 
STEMCELL Technologies | EditCo | Miltenyi Biotec 

Gold Sponsors 
ThermoFisher Scientific | TrailHead Biosystems 

Silver Sponsors 
iotaSciences | uBriGene 

 

Please note that as presenters will be sharing unpublished data, 
this is reminder that the Stem Cell COREdinates retreat is a 
closed meeting and all information presented is to be considered 
confidential. Your attendance at this meeting signifies your 
acceptance of this confidentiality and your willingness to comply.  

 
Join us on Zoom: 
Meeting ID: 701 179 9522 
Passcode: 680494 
 
 Scan QR code for 

electronic program 



Wednesday, February 4, 2026 

Afternoon Sessions 

Venue: Granite Conference Room 

2:00 - 3:30 PM | Board Meeting (for Board members only) 

3:30 - 4:30 PM | Closed-Door Meeting (for Stem Cell COREdinates 
members only, no Sponsors). Zoom available 

 

Transit to Evening Venue 

4:30 - 4:55 PM | Break & Transit 
Travel to Natural History Museum of Utah (5 min by car / 17 min walk) 

 

Evening Program 

Venue: Natural History Museum of Utah, Rio Tinto Center – University of Utah 

5:00 - 5:15 PM | Welcome Reception 

5:30 - 6:00 PM | Keynote Address 
Speaker: Mario Capecchi, PhD, University of Utah 
Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine (2007) 
Title: Disruption of Hoxb8 Causes Chronic Anxiety and Pathological 
Overgrooming 

6:00 - 6:30 PM | Museum Tour (self-guided) 

6:30 - 9:00 PM | Dinner (Museum remains open for self-guided tour) 

 

Thursday, February 5, 2026 

Venue: Granite Conference Room. Zoom available 

8:30 - 9:00 AM | Breakfast 

 



SESSION 1: CORE FACILITIES 

Moderators: Laura Battle (Centre for Genomic Regulation, Barcelona) & 
Barbara Corneo (Columbia University) 

9:00 - 9:15 AM | Laura Battle Morera, Centre for Genomic Regulation, Spain 
The Transformative Impact of Stem Cell Core Facilities 

9:15 - 9:30 AM | Colin Maguire, University of Utah 
The Cellular Translational Research Core at University of Utah 

9:30 - 9:45 AM | Ping Jiang, Joslin Diabetes Center, Boston 
Joslin iPS Core Function and Service 

9:45 - 10:00 AM | Adriana Beltran, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
Project Management Beyond Cell Delivery 

10:00 - 11:00 AM | Open Discussion with (online) intervention of Tyler Lamb 
(ISSCR Director of Policy) 

11:00 - 11:30 AM | Coffee Break 

 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM | Sponsor Presentation with Q&A: Bio-Techne 
Speaker: Evey Hegewisch-Solloa, PhD 
Business Development Manager – Stem Cells & Organoids, Reagent Solutions 
Division 
Advancing Stem Cell Culture and Differentiation with AI-Designed Proteins 

12:00 - 1:30 PM | Lunch 

 

SESSION 2: REPROGRAMMING 

Moderators: Laurence Daheron (Harvard) & Chris Navara (UT San Antonio) 

1:30 - 1:45 PM | Laurence Daheron, Harvard University 
LNP-RNA Reprogramming of Blood Cells 

1:45 - 2:00 PM | Adriana Harbuzariu, Emory University 
Lipid Nanoparticles – A Method of Delivery for Reprogramming and 
Differentiation 



2:00 - 2:15 PM | Wenli Yang, University of Pennsylvania 
LNP-mediated iPSC Reprogramming: Rethinking Your Workflow 

2:15 - 3:15 PM | Open Discussion 

 

3:15 - 3:30 PM | Sponsor Presentation: Miltenyi Biotec 
Speakers: Hannah Johannsen, PhD, Group Leader & Project Manager & 
Sebastian Knöbel, Senior Manager R&D - Lead Pluripotent Stem Cells, 
Regenerative Therapies & Media Development 
Technologies for Pluripotent Stem Cell Research 

3:30 - 4:00 PM | Coffee Break 

 

4:00 - 4:15 PM | Chris Barry, Director of Strategic Partnerships, ISSCR 
(International Society for Stem Cell Research) 
Advancing the Stem Cell Field 
 

 

SESSION 3: DIFFERENTIATION 

Moderators: Wenli Yang (UPenn) & Barbara Corneo (Columbia) 

4:15 - 4:30 PM | Justin McDonough, The Jackson Laboratory 
Expanding iPSC Resources: Creating a Genetically Diverse Panel Alongside 
KOLF2 

4:30 - 4:45 PM | Dosh Whye, Boston Children’s Hospital 
High-throughput Generation of Brain Organoids for Phenotypic 
Characterization and Investigation in Neurodevelopmental Disorders 

4:45 - 5:45 PM | Open Discussion 

 

Evening Event 

6:30 PM - Midnight | Dinner 
Squatters Pub 



 

Friday, February 6, 2026 

Venue: Granite Conference Room. Zoom available 

8:30 - 9:00 AM | Breakfast 

 

SESSION 4: GENOMIC STABILITY 

Moderator: Tenneille Ludwig (WiCell, Madison, WI) 

9:00 - 9:15 AM | Valeria Fernandez Vallone, Berlin Institute of Health, 
Charite’, Germany 
StemCNV-check, SNP-array QC Workflow for hPSC 

9:15 - 9:30 AM | Alex Bajic, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston 
Karyostat and Pluritest 

9:30 - 9:45 AM | Sponsor Presentation: STEM CELL Technologies 
Speaker: Chris Price, PhD 
Scientist 
Achieving Genomic Stability in hPSCs Using Best Practices 

9:45 - 10:45 AM | Open Discussion 

10:45 - 11:15 AM | Break 

 

SESSION 5: GENOME EDITING 

Moderators: Samuele Marro (Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai) & 
Justin McDonough (Jax) 

11:15 - 11:30 AM | Cheryl Soref, Waisman Center, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison 
Making het is hard to do 

11:30 - 11:45 AM | Sponsor Presentation: EditCo 
Speaker: Daniel Koehler 
Manager, Global Sales at EditCo 



Altering Is Easy, Engineering Is Hard: An Automated Platform for 
Reproducible, High-Fidelity Genome Engineering 

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM | Open Discussion 

12:45 - 2:00 PM | Lunch 

 

SESSION 6: FROM BENCH TO BEDSIDE 

2:00 - 2:15 PM | Dhruv Sareen, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles 
Navigating the Translational Journey from Basic Stem Cell Science to 
Human Clinical Trials 

2:15 - 3:15 PM | Open Discussion  

3:15 PM | Conference Concludes 

 

Sponsor Exhibition Setup 

Note: Sponsor tables will be set up and staffed for the entire duration of the 
conference (Thursday–Friday). 

Sponsor Table # 

Bio-Techne Table 1 

iotaSciences Table 2 

STEM CELL Technologies Table 3 

TrailHead Biosystems Table 4 

Miltenyi Biotec Table 5 

uBriGene Table 6 

EditCo Table 7 

ThermoFisher Scientific Table 8 

 



Venue Information 

Conference Locations & Addresses 

• University Guest House & Conference Center, Granite Conference 
Room 
110 S Fort Douglas Blvd, Salt Lake City, UT 84113, USA 
(Wednesday, Thursday & Friday sessions) 

 

• Natural History Museum of Utah (Rio Tinto Center) 
301 Wakara Way, Salt Lake City, UT 84108, USA 
(Wednesday evening) 

 

• Squatters Pub Brewery Downtown SLC 
147 W Broadway, Salt Lake City, UT 84101, USA 
(Thursday evening dinner) 

 

Notes 

• All presentation sessions include Q&A time 
• Transportation between venues: ride-share app or walk 

 
Saturday, February 7, 2026 
Trip to Antelope Island for wildlife watching 
 
https://stateparks.utah.gov/parks/antelope-island/ 
 
Minibus pickup at 6am from the University Guest House. 
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